

Mr. William Brown, MA
8TH GRADE SCIENCE
        Full Year - 55 minutes / days
Syllabus 2019-2020
Cicely Tyson Middle School/High School

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Hello, and welcome to the 2019-2020 school year!  We anticipate that it will be a year full of new learning experiences for all.  Our 8th grade focus is a spectrum of science disciplines, which means students will learn about life systems, Earth systems, Energy, and motion. Our goal is to emphasize critical thinking skills and using scientific and engineering design processes.  In this class students will often find themselves reading, writing, computing and completing hands-on laboratory assignments. Many activities will be technologically based.  Our teaching philosophy incorporates high expectations, hands-on instruction and development of scientific inquiry, consistent questioning about the world around us, and application to our everyday lives.  
        During the course of the school year, we will attempt to cover the following topics to fidelity using McGraw Hill Education, CommonLIT Learning, and Achieve 3000 science content materials.:

Units Covered

Evidence of Common Ancestry
Selection and Adaptation
Earth’s Structure
Stability and Change on Earth 
Human Impacts
Relationship Among Forms of Energy
Thermal Energy
The Electromagnetic Spectrum

TEXTBOOK USED

McGraw Hill Education Textbooks
Achiever 3000
Common Lit Learning


NEEDED MATERIALS:    See individual classroom teacher.
3-5 subject notebook
Composition notebook with lines
Pens (blue/black) ink 
#2 Graphite Pencils
Colored Pencils (Crayola)
Various other project materials that may be required (glue sticks, stapler, paper clips)


GRADING 

Grades will be calculated categorically and weighted using the following percentages:

20% - Authentic Assessments (Labs, Projects, Portfolios)
35% - Tests (and Summative Evaluations)
20%-  Class work
20% - Quizzes (and Formative Evaluations)
10% - Homework

Points will be awarded within each category and then averaged into the overall grade according to the categorical percentages.  Overall grades will be awarded according to the following:

A+….... 97 – 100 %
A…….. 90 – 96 %
B+…… 87 – 89 %
B…….. 80 – 86 %
C+…….77 – 79 %
C……… 70 – 76 %
D+…….. 67 – 69 %
D…….... 65 – 66 %
F……… < 65 %

     
Extra credit can be earned on quizzes and tests or special science assignments.


HOMEWORK & ABSENCES:   HOMEWORK WILL BE POSTED DAILY, BOTH IN THE CLASSROOM AND ON THE FACULTY WEB PAGE THAT CAN BE ACCESSED THROUGH THE SCHOOL WEBSITE.  LATE WORK MAY RECEIVE A “0” OR HALF CREDIT.  IF YOU MISS CLASS, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO GET THE MISSED WORK. 
LABS: 
ANY MISSED LABS WILL BE MADE UP AFTER SCHOOL AT OUR CONVENIENCE.   STUDENT MUST MAKE A SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT WITH THE TEACHER. 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS & RULES:

In order to create an environment that is conducive to learning, it is important that norms are established by the students that they are acceptable and adopted by all.  
Students should maintain self-control during independent study as well as within the parameters of cooperative learning.  
Students are to be respectful and courteous to their instructors and to their peers.
Students have the ability to communicate with their peers at designated times when working cooperatively, but should obey common signals for silence when given.
Homework is to be completed consistently and within a prescribed deadline for full credit.  Late work will be reduced in grades accordingly. (See grading procedure).
Academic dishonesty is not tolerated. This includes plagiarism, cheating, or any other activity that hinders the learning environment for you and others. Student will receive a zero for the assignment, a detention, and a phone call home. Multiple offenses will be taken to administration. 
Detentions will involve a reflective writing assignment that must be signed by parents and given to administration for record. A template will be constructed. 
Cell phone usage will not be tolerated.  Phones will be collected and returned to the parent by Administration only. 
Eating and drinking in Science class is prohibited.  Water is acceptable when given permission by the instructor. 
Passes must be utilized at any time students leave the classroom.  It is not permissible for students to leave the classroom without permission. Not adhering to this rule will result in higher disciplinary action. 






COMMUNICATION:

Communication between home and school is important in helping students succeed and there are ways to maintain that connection.
Contact: School you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact us.  The best way to communicate with us, aside from in-person, is through e-mail.
     
Looking forward to working with you!

Mr. William Brown William.brown@eastorange.k12.nj.us
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